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understanding. The Swami enjoyed being there
and every member of the family loved and
respected him. The Swami saw American
family-life at its best, and it was a revelation to
him. The husband was a Christian Scientist but
sympathetic towards Vedanta. The wife was a
staunch Vedantist of the devotional type. The
Swami often spoke of her as one of the most
spiritual women he had ever met. "She is so
Sattvic/' he used to say, "firm, quiet, she
always does the right thing at the right time
without the least fuss."

Once, while staying there, the Swami received
a letter from India. It contained the sad news
that part of Bengal was under the grip of a
devastating famine. His hostess saw that the
letter saddened the Swami.  She enquired
whether he had received bad news. Reluctantly
the Swami told her that the people of Bengal
were visited by famine. Not another word was
said. But a few days later his hostess presented
the Swami with a purse of money to send to
India for the famine-stricken people. Quietly,
without the Swami knowing anything about it,
she had gone to her friends and collected the
money.

An interesting incident took place when
Swami Saradananda was living at this happy
home. The Swami had often spoken about
Sri Ramakrishna and one day he produced his
Master's photograph and showed it to the lady
of the house. "Oh, Swami/' she exclaimed,